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European repute in both: Mahaffy, with probably
the most encyclopaedic learning of any modern univer-
sity personage, was also courtier and man of the
world ; and both he and Salmon inherited much of
that pungent vigour in debate which Swift bequeathed
to the nation of which he was the first authentic voice.
In the present day, Professor Bury, first a pupil of
these men and then their equal rival, has departed
to an English university: Professor L. C. Purser is
perhaps known only to scholars, but among them
known for the unsurpassed extent and quality of his
work/and the extreme modesty of his pretensions.
But the Provost, Archbishop Bernard, preserves the
tradition of a learning which is not cloistered : he has
been by his personality and by his activities a great
part of the public life of Ireland, which Trinity has
always coloured and enriched in the past.
A great part of this influence was exercised through
the succession of remarkable men chosen to represent
the University at Westminster, David Plunkett,
Lord Rathmore, and William Gibson, Lord Ashbourne,
and in a later day the present Lord Carson, with his
colleague, James Campbell (now Lord Glenavy), in
being spokesmen of Trinity were also spokesmen of
the Anglo-Irish outside Ulster, where this interest
had scarcely another elected representative. Through
them, the University exercised a political influence
much more directly felt than that of Oxford and
Cambridge : but it was made possible because there
was an undefined perception that Trinity College was
something more than an academic institution: it
was the expression of this element, once dominant, in
the Irish race. Yet the men themselves were essential
to the result: they succeeded outside of Ireland by
that blending of qualities which has made the Anglo-
Irish stock so extraordinarily effective in selected
individuals: and they were certainly no abler than
others who, living more in Ireland, as judges and
leaders of the Irish Bar exercised more influence

